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CONFIDENTIAL KUWAIT 4561 
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TAGS: PGOV, PINT, KU 

SUBJECT: GOK ARREST OF PROMINET LABOR LEADERS 

REF KUWAIT 4265 

1 . KUWAIT PRESS (AL-'ANBA SEPTEMBER 24) CARRIED SHORT ARTICLE 
IDENTIFYING THREE PERSONS ARRESTED BY MINISTRY OF INTERIOR 
FOR DISTRIBUTING PAMPHLETS, ALI ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-KANDARI, 

JALAL MUHAMMAD AL-SAHLI, AND RAJA SULTAN AL-'UTAYBI. THE 
THREE ARE ACCUSED OF "PROVOCATION OF DISCONTENT AND EMBARACING 
DESTRUCTIVE PRINCIPLES." THE CASE IS CURRENTLY BEING 
INVESTIGATED BY DIRECTOR OF PROSECUTION MUHAMMAD ABU TAHUN. 
THE ARTICLE CHARACTERIZES THIS CASE AS TAKING ON OVERTONES 
OF A "STATE SECURITY" CASE. AND CITES IT AS BEING THIRD 
EXAMPLE OF SUCH A CASE IN KUWAIT. FIRST EXAMPLE BEING 
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LATTER PART OF 1969, THE SECOND BEING THE ARAB COMMUNIST 
ACTION ORGANIZATION CASE IN WHICH THREE OF FIVE PERSONS 
WERE TRIED AND CONVICTED BEFORE A STATE SECURITY COURT 
(1975). 

2. COMMENT: AL-KANDARI IS A PROMINENT LABOR OFFICIAL, 

HOLDING THE POSITION OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL OF THE KUWAIT WORKERS CONFEDERATION. HE IS ALSO 
AN OFFICER IN THE EMPLOYEES UNION OF THE MINISTRY OF 
SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND LABOR. PRESUMABLY THE OTHER TWO 
IDENTIFIED IN THE ARTILCE ARE ALSO LABOR UNION MEMBERS. 
AL-KANDARI IS ALSO AN EDITOR OF THE LABOR CONFEDERATION 
MONTHLY PUBLICATION, AL-'UMAL. THE ARREST OF AL-KANDARI 
MAY SIGNAL A GOK CRACKDOWN ON LABOR UNIONS AND OTHER 
"POPULAR KUWAITI ORGANIZATIONS". THE SIGNIFICANT ELEMENT 
IN THE ARTICLE IS ITS CHARACTERIZATION OF AN INCIDENT OF 
"PAMPHLETEERING" AS BEING AS SERIOUS AS THE TWO CITED 
CASES WHICH WERE CONSIDERED THREATS AGAINST THE SECURITY 
OF THE STATE. 
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